Fundraiser: sponsored by The Roundhouse Foundation and The Barclay Gallery

Central Oregon artists,
including quilters, create
fabric postcards to raise
funds for area charities

When you

upon

Card

by Michelle Harvey, for The Bulletin

Everyone loves to send thoughtful greetings or
wishes of well being through the mail. Tmagine
folding up a cozy, colorful quilt, securing it with
twine, sticking a stamp on it and sending it to a
friend who needs a hug.

Of course, quilts take many months to
complete, and they must be packaged in boxes
for safe shipping. Thus, few lucky people will be
greeted by an unpackaged quilt in their mailbox
... unless that quilt is the size of a postcard.

The Wish Upon A Card fundraiser is a project
to do just that. Ann Richardson of Sisters, executive
director of the Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show, read
about a quilt show in Houston last year and she
discovered a wonderful fundraising idea.

Although she had been aware of the new
trend in fabric postcards, Ann was intrigued by
what she learned. One of the exhibits at the show
was a large collection of fabric postcards that
were being sold to raise money for breast cancer
awareness. She wondered how she could best
implement this idea locally.

Based on this idea, Richardson started a
project to raise funds to benefit cancer support
foundations through the creation of usable, fabric
postcards.

“The project began rolling along before we
even had a committee for the fundraiser,” said
Richardson.

But this didn't take long to do. As the
committee formed, The Barclay Gallery, owned
by Sandy Mayernik, and the Roundhouse
Foundation, run by Kathy Deggendorfer, quickly
became sponsors of the fundraiser. The idea was
to ask the community of artists in Sisters and its
surrounding areas to create fabric postcards that
would be sold or auctioned during the Sisters
Outdoor Quilt Show to benefit cancer support
foundations.

Funds raised this year from the Wish Upon A
Card fundraiser will benefit two Central Oregon
organizations: Wendy’s Wish Foundation and
Camp Sunrise.

Wendy’s Wish Foundation was started by Al
Huntley in honor of his wife, Wendy, an avid
quilter and crafter who passed away from colon
cancer. The foundation will benefit people who
need financial assistance in getting an early
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diagnosis for cancer. Hospice of Redmond and
Sisters will also receive benetits for Camp Sunrise,
a camp for Central Oregon children age 7
through 14 who had recently experienced the
death of a loved one.

Classes were offered at the Sisters Art Works
building and The Stitchin' Post to teach
participants how to make the postcards. These
participants included friends of Wendy Huntley,
local artists, teachers, Hospice of Redmond and
Sisters teams, and anyone who had heard of the
fundraiser and wanted to take part. Word spread
fast.

“We had over 100 people taking classes,” said
Jackie Erickson, a teacher of fabric postcard
making. “They were so excited, and most had it
in their minds that they would be making many



more cards at home.”

While the cards can be made
in different ways, the process
that was taught by Wish Upon A
Card teachers was simple enough
for most non-quilters to use.
They only take one to two hours
to complete.

Using a fusible 4-by-6-inch
paper card made from a product
called fast-2-fuse, tiny pieces of
fabric are cut out in shapes and
ironed onto the card. Like a
quilt, the card can be
embellished as the artist wishes.
Stitching, rubber stamp imprints,
buttons, ribbons and yarn can
make each card a one-of-a-kind
masterpiece.

Most flat cards can be sent
through the mail with a regular

stamp. Erickson explained that it
is a good idea to take the
postcards to the post office
counter to be hand-canceled
with a first class stamp so that it
is stamped with that city. Cards
that are embellished with beads
must be hand-canceled.

“The cards always make it to
their destination, but they are
sometimes held up in post
offices because the handlers
become interested and pass them
around before sending them off,”
said Erickson.

Jeanne Sellgren, another
teacher of fabric postcard
making, said she taught the art to
people ages 10 through 80. At

each class, materials were
supplied by Wish Upon A Card.
“There was so much fabric,
ribbons and trims that people
were having fun searching
through it all,” said Sellgren. “It
was really great to see people

Funds raised this year
from the Wish Upon
A Card fundraiser
will benefit two
Central Oregon
organizations: Wendy’s
Wish Foundation and
Camp Sunrise.

who did not believe they were
artists or crafters creating these
wonderful cards that were
inspired by some picture they
saw or an image they had in
their minds.”

Though there are no classes
currently being offered in fabric
postcard making, the Barclay
Gallery will be featuring artist
Bonnie Sabel during the Sisters
Outdoor Quilt Show. Sabel just
released a book, “Positively
Postcards,” that will be sold at
the gallery. Information about
quilted postcards is posted on
the artist’s Web site, as well:
www.quilted-postcards.com.

So far, the committee has
collected approximately 500
cards. A panel of judges will
select a collection of the
postcards that will be individually
framed and auctioned at the
Around the Block Fiber Arts Stroll
on Saturday, July 7 between 4
and 7:30 p.m.

Erickson contributed several
cards signed by Vince Gill when
he was in Sisters in May
performing at the Starry Nights
benefit concert.

“There are very intricate, artsy
cards, traditional cards with
quilted blocks, contemporary,
whimsical ... there is even an
amber-colored glass postcard”
said Erickson.

Support the Wish Upon A
Card fundraiser, and buy or bid
on one of these cozy greetings.
Then stop in at The Barclay
Gallery or The Stitchin’ Post to
learn how to make fabric
postcards and begin sending
colorful hugs through the mail.
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Guy’s Guide to
the quilt show

While over 1,200 colorful quilts blowing in
the summer Sisters breezes might intrigue
some men who accompany their wives,
girlfriends and mothers to this year’s Sisters
Outdoor Quilt Show, other men might
wonder what Sisters has to offer a “Quilt
Show Widow.”

Fortunately, the Sisters area offers a number
of great places to visit, things to see and
activities to do. Browse the list below for a
few ideas:

e Browse Lutton’s Ace Hardware store.

e Plan a guided fishing trip at the Fly
Fisher’s Place.

e Visit Paulina Springs Books.

e Relax with a good book (from Paulina) by
the water feature in Barclay Park

e Enjoy a cool beverage at the bars in either
Coyote Creek Cafe, Bronco Billy’s or The
Gallery.

e Take a coffee break at one of a number
of coffee houses or bakeries.

e Buy yourself a cowboy hat and boots at
one of Sisters' clothing stores.

e Help out with the Quilt Rescue Team.
Contact Clyde Dildine (549-0988) for more
information.

e Rent a bike from Eurosports and trek
down local mountain bike trails or roads.
Bikes provide the quickest transportation
in town during the quilt show.

e Drive up the road and visit Camp
Sherman, the headwaters of the Metolius
River and the Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery.

e Go rafting on the Deschutes or McKenzie
rivers.

e Golf at Black Butte Ranch or Aspen Lakes.

e Pick up a surprise gift certificate for your
wife at The Stitchin’ Post.

e Call or swing by the Sisters Area Chamber
of Commerce for more ideas.



